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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

! San Diego is participating in a new global
innovation economy

! San Diego’s global reach has grown
substantially over the last decade.

– Share of global talent pool has increased

– Share of global investment capital has
increased

! San Diego’s economic drivers are
changing with the convergence of key
industries and technologies.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

! San Diego’s growing participation in the new
global innovation economy is expanding
economic opportunity for a wide range of San
Diegans.
– While the region’s leading industries have created

many high wage jobs, an average of about 40% of
jobs in these sectors are at the mid-wage level

! San Diego’s challenge is to ensure that its
economic drivers have the regional and global
resources necessary to compete.
– Public and private leaders in other regions are

working together to make strategic investments, grow
their talent pools and extend their global reach
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SAN DIEGO’S GLOBAL COLLABORATION

GLOBAL TALENT FLOWS

Trends in Foreign Science & Engineering Graduates since 1995

Share of Engineering and Science Degrees Conferred to  

Temporary Nonpermanent Residents

San Diego, Silicon Valley, California, U.S.
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GLOBAL IDEA FLOWS

San Diego's Global Patenting Collaboration 

Number of Inventors listed with San Diego Inventors on USPTO Patents and Share of all San Diego Patent Registrations
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GLOBAL IDEA FLOWS

Top Countries in Patent Collaboration with San Diego

Number of Inventors listed with San Diego Inventors on USPTO Patents
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GLOBAL CAPITAL FLOWS

CONVERGENCE IN CLUSTERS OF

OPPORTUNITY

CRITERIA FOR CLUSTERS OF OPPORTUNITY

! EMPLOYMENT GROWTH (expanding opportunities

in both export and population driven sectors)

! GROWING SPECIALIZATION (increase in

concentration compared to the U.S. as a whole)

! REAL WAGE GROWTH

! CAREER POTENTIAL (job opportunities in high,

mid and low-level wage occupations)
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CLUSTERS OF OPPORTUNITY

Clusters of Opportunity & Potential Convergence 

San Diego County 

1995-2005
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CLUSTERS OF OPPORTUNITY

Occupational Share by Wage Level

2006
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